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E$CU'H$ 
The modern day abolition movement is a worldwide collection of voices raised in unison, intent                             
on speaking out against injustice until trafficking and exploitation are eradicated. 
 
On behalf of Love146, our staff, and the children we serve — thank you. 
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Take a moment, and watch this video message from Rob Morris, Love146’s President and Co­founder. 
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We at Love146 view Volunteer Teams as rallying points; they are meant to gather individual                             
abolitionists together so they can exchange ideas, combine their efforts, and achieve real and                           
measurable change. We believe Volunteer Teams are the true power behind our organization as                           
we seek to collaborate with the larger, worldwide grassroots abolitionist movement. 
 
Over the coming weeks and months, you’ll get a chance to get to know the people in your                                   
Volunteer Team, what you each bring to themovement as unique individuals, and how powerful                             
and effective your group can be in the fight to end trafficking. Get ready — incredible things                                 
happen when people come together, demand change, and work toward that change. 
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● Welcome 
● The Purpose of the Curriculum 
● What a Volunteer Team Looks Like 
● The Curriculum: An Overview 
● Getting Sorted 
● Between Now & Then 

 

https://vimeo.com/114679620
https://vimeo.com/138671557
http://www.love146.org/ACTION/RESOURCES
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The Love146 Volunteer Team Abolitionist Curriculum was designed to educate, equip, and                       
empower Volunteer Teams in four ways: 
 

'LV!(&A$- 
As you work your way through this curriculum, we’ll share ideas to help you organize your group                                 
effectively, delegate tasks, and keep your whole team engaged. 
 

C$!L(- 
You’ll read articles, listen to stories, and watch videos that expose you to information and ideas. 
 

ôE$ U'MC" $L!"&U!?$ %C!@$LF- ?#$ C!E% !L$ &( KC!U$- ?#$ HMC?&c 
(!?&'(!C%h ?#$ E'LC" ?L!"$ 'LV!(&A!?&'(%h ?#$ M(&?$" (!?&'(%h 
?#$F U'MC" $(" %C!@$LF- NM? ?#$FòL$ ('? V'&(V ?' M(C$%% E$ 
"$H!(" &?-õ 
 

I$@&( N!C$%h J'M("$Lh JL$$ ?#$ %C!@$% 
 

"&%UM%%- 
The curriculum is meant to be completed by a group so that the members of your Volunteer 
Team can challenge each other and spark discussion. What do you think of what you learned? 
How did it affect you? Were you surprised? What can you add to the information? 
 

!U?- 
The ultimate goal of the curriculum is action. What can your Volunteer Team do with the 
information you have learned and discussed? Begin considering the ideas below; your Volunteer 
Team may choose one area to focus on or touch on all of these areas over time: 

Events. Raise community awareness and funds for the work of Love146. 
Advocacy. Challenge existing policies, systems, and structures to protect the 
vulnerable. 
Community Empowerment. Within your communities, develop strong local 
relationships with existing businesses and community members that are doing effective 
work to protect and empower children. You’ll notice that throughout this curriculum 
we’ve included links and references to a number of other organizations. One of our key 
beliefs at Love146 is that we will only succeed in eradicating slavery if we work alongside 
the many other organizations that share the vision of abolition. Together, we’re a much 
louder voice; take the time to explore these other organizations and see how they fit into 
this greater movement. 
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You’re free to structure your Volunteer Team in the way that suits your group best. Our                               
experience would suggest that a core group or leadership team is the most effective means to                               
operate a Volunteer Team. See The Volunteer Team Starter Kit available on our website for more                               
suggestions, or contact a Love146 Action Community admin for more one­on­one coaching on                         
the best way to build your team. 
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This curriculum requires a “Facilitator.” The Facilitator is a member who is willing to organize                             
and guide the Volunteer Team’s journey through the Abolitionist Curriculum. It doesn’t mean                         
they’re necessarily themost well­informed person; it simply means they’re up for keeping things                           
moving and on track. 
 
The Facilitator assigns members of the group to read sections aloud, encourages everyone to                           
participate, keeps an eye on how long the group is spending on each step and makes sure                                 
everyone is headed in the right direction. 
 
Take some time now to pick a Facilitator for your Volunteer Team. You can always switch up the                                   
positions as needed, so don’t spend too much time figuring this out. 
 

ᾴ 
Note to you, new Facilitator: 

As you lead the group through the modules, you’ll notice these red stars. These 
messages will give you additional instructions and suggestions. 

 
 

!U?&@&?&$% 
Throughout each module there are activities for the group to participate in. Each of these                             
activities is important for learning, problem solving, and generating new ideas. Given time                         
constraints, or due to the makeup of the group, we understand that your group may not                               
participate in every single activity. In some cases, an activity will not resonate with your                             
Volunteer Team. We always make sure to tell you why we have included each activity, so you can                                   
feel free to skip or adjust them for the benefit of your group. 
 

 

https://love146.org/action/starter-kit/
https://love146.org/action/starter-kit/
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In each of the modules we will direct you to outside media (videos, articles, etc.) that are integral to 
the learning process. The materials are organized for you step by step for each module. So whenever 
you see this icon, take a Web Break! Looking at the provided materials will help fill out the curriculum 

experience. 
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ҭ 
$BK!("$" L$%'MLU$% 

Along with each module is a set of resources designed to help you dive deeper into the topic at hand. 
Use these optional, supplementary tools as you see fit — whether as a group or as individuals. 
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These are basically easy homework assignments. We want you thinking about abolition 
even when you’re not at your Volunteer Team meetings. 
 
Sometimes the assignment will be to read an article. Sometimes it will just be some 
“assigned thinking.” 
 
By coming to your Volunteer Team meetings prepared, your group can cover more 
ground, more quickly. Also, if inspired, you can bring specific ideas to share what 
you’ve been chewing on since the last meeting. 

 
 
  

 

http://love146.org/action/resources
http://www.love146.org/ACTION/RESOURCES
http://love146.org/action/resources
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The five modules within this curriculum were designed to teach you and your Volunteer Team 
about specific aspects of exploitation and trafficking. There are a couple of options for 
implementing this curriculum: 

1. Work through the curriculum exclusively before taking on events or community action. 
For more education­oriented groups, completing the curriculum first will help people 
achieve a deeper understanding of the issue and engage with the material. 

2. Spend a portion of your Volunteer Team meeting working through the curriculum (you 
can break the modules into smaller pieces to suit your time frame), and spend the other 
portion planning events and community action. For more action­oriented groups, 
combining learning and action will help people stay engaged. Being informed and 
thoughtful before reacting is also a value of Love146. 

We also encourage you to take time outside of the meetings to get to know each other socially. 
The stronger the bonds of friendship within your Volunteer Team, the more effective your group 
will be. 
 

?#$ UMLL&UMCMHf !( '@$L@&$E 
1. &(?L'"MU?&'( Đ ?#$ C'@$kùû "(! - This module is meant to give you an idea of what you’ve                             

signed up for, the people around you and the road ahead. What is Love146?What does the                                
name mean? What does Love146 do? Furthermore, how can a Love146 Volunteer Team                         
appropriately communicate the vision and mission of Love146? Module 1 will help you                         
understand the passion and philosophies behind Love146 and hopefully inspire you to                       
integrate them into your own abolition work. 
 

2. ?L!JJ&UI&(V !(" $BKC'&?!?&'( VC'N!CCF - The massive scope and intricate complexities of                  
modern­day slavery can be intimidating. This module breaks down the current state of                         
global trafficking and exploitation so that it’s easier to understand and digest. 
 

3. ?L!JJ&UI&(V !(" $BKC'&?!?&'( C'U!CCF - Trafficking and exploitation is a global problem, but                    
it’s also a local one. We’ll help you identify possible human trafficking in your community,                             
offer prudent ways of addressing the issue, and encourage you to take action. 
 

4. ?#$ !N'C&?&'( H'@$H$(?h ?#$( Đ ('E - This module will teach you about the history of the                          
abolition movement, which groups have done what, and what actions have worked well.                         
You’ll be introduced to some modern­day abolitionists and learn what they’re doing in                         
today’s fight. By gleaning lessons from previous abolitionists, we can take informed steps in                           
the here and now. 
 

5. ($B? %?$K% c This module includes brainstorming exercises designed to get your Volunteer                      
Team thinking creatively. We want to help you create events that lead to abolition and                             
express the unique character of your group. We also want to get you thinking about what                               
your Volunteer Team could do in your own community to protect the vulnerable and                           
contribute to the care of survivors. 
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Time: 20 Minutes. Spend ten minutes thinking about your answers to the following questions,              
then ten minutes sharing your answers with the group. 
 
Understanding your fellow Volunteer Team members’ backstories will help you see the                       
similarities and differences in your group, and give you an idea of what is motivating the                               
individuals in your group. This can be helpful for your Volunteer Team in successfully                           
functioning as a team. 

How did you first hear about Love146? 
Why did you join a Love146 Volunteer Team? 
What do you hope to see this Volunteer Team accomplish? 

 
 

?#$ C'@$kùû "(! 
This module is meant to teach (or remind) Volunteer Team members about Love146’s mission,                           
vision, philosophy and communication strategies. 
 
At this meeting, your Volunteer Team is going to learn and talk through Love146’s Vision and                               
Mission Statements, core values, the story behind our name, and some answers to Love146’s                           
most frequently asked questions. In addition, we’ll explain the “how” and “why” behind our                           
communication strategy. 
 
When it comes down to it, Volunteer Teams are often the face of Love146. You are the boots on                                     
the ground. Tell stories to let people know about Love146 and its place in the abolition                               
movement. Do it with your own brand of creativity, your own perspective, and your own talents                               
— it’s a beautiful thing. We want to make sure the core ideas of Love146 are presented                                 
consistently around the world. Hence, we’ve centered a meeting on learning the Love146 DNA                           
and communication training. 
 

1. Know and understand Love146’s key talking points (including Vision and Mission                     
Statements, core values, how we got our name, and other frequently asked questions). 

2. Understand how and why Love146 communicates the way it does. 
This step involves some memorization— don’t worry if you can’t remember everything perfectly                           
at the meeting! Over time, you’ll hear this language often enough that it naturally will become                               
familiar. 
 
The following are the key strands in the Love146 DNA. As an organization, we constantly go                               
back to our DNA as we make decisions and envision what’s next. 
 
 
   

 



 

Read each main point aloud and discuss. What do you think it means? How does it affect you? 
 

@&%&'( %?!?$H$(? 
The abolition of child trafficking and exploitation. Nothing less. 
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E$ #'K$ 
We choose to hope as an act of defiance in the face of violence and horrific abuse. Children are 

our teachers. Undeterred by despair and cynicism, we insist that every step is worth it. 
 

E$ !L$ ?#'MV#?JMC 
We are working within a very complex issue. It is worth extra time and resources to be 

thoughtful so that our solutions will endure and have a greater impact. 
 

E$ C&%?$( 
We welcome diverse perspectives to the Love146 table, refining our approach by listening to 

others with experience. We are forever learners: hearing, thinking, and responding deliberately. 
 

E$ U'CC!N'L!?$ 
We don’t reinvent the wheel. Instead, we ask, “How can we be helpful?” As specialists, we are 

more effective when we collaborate with other specialists. We are stronger together. 
 

E$ &(('@!?$ 
We challenge assumptions. In the midst of a daily sense of urgency, we imagine, develop, tweak, 

grow, and evolve solutions that work. 
 

E$ K$L%$@$L$ 
We stick around for the long haul. Our story isn’t just about victories, triumphs, and fairytale 

endings — it’s about not giving up. We embrace stories that never truly end: that have 
complexity, struggle, beauty, and humanity. 
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Learn how Love146 got its name and about the girl that started the  
founders on this path towards abolition. 

 

Ỗ !UU$%% ?#&% "&L$U?CF !? C'@$kùû-'LVs!U?&'(sL$%'MLU$% 

 
In 2002, the co­founders of Love146 traveled to Southeast Asia on an exploratory trip to                             
determine how they could serve in the fight against child trafficking and exploitation. 
In one experience, a couple of our co­founders were taken undercover with investigators to a                             
brothel where they witnessed children being sold for sex. This is the story that sparked our                               
abolition movement. 
 
Here’s the story as told by Rob Morris, President and Co­founder of Love146: 
 

ñWe found ourselves standing shoulder to shoulder with predators in a small            
room, looking at young girls through a pane of glass. All of the girls wore red                
dresses with numbers pinned to their dresses for identification. 
 
They sat, blankly watching cartoons on TV. They were vacant ð shells of what a               
child should be. There was no light in their eyes, no life left. Their light had been                 
taken from them. These children... raped each night... seven, ten, fifteen times            
every night. They were so young. Thirteen, eleven... it was hard to tell. Sorrow              
covered their faces with nothingness. Except one girl. One girl who wouldnôt watch             
the cartoons. Her number was 146. She was looking beyond the glass. She was              
staring out at us with a piercing gaze. There was still fight left in her eyes. There                 
was still life left in this girl... 
 
...All of these emotions begin to wreck you. Break you. It is agony. It is aching. It is                  
grief. It is sorrow. The reaction is intuitive, instinctive. It is visceral. It releases a               
wailing cry inside of you. It elicits gut-level indignation. It is unbearable. I             
remember wanting to break through the glass. To take her away from that place.              
To scoop up as many of them as I could into my arms. To take all of them away. I                    
wanted to break through the glass to tell her to keep fighting. To not give up. To                 
tell her that we were coming for her... 
 

 

https://vimeo.com/79814541
http://www.love146.org/ACTION/RESOURCES


 

Because we went in as part of an ongoing, undercover investigation on this             
particular brothel, we were unable to immediately respond. Evidence had to be            
collected in order to bring about a raid ð and, eventually, justice ð on those               
running the brothel. It is an immensely difficult problem when an immediate            
response cannot address an emergency. Some time later, there was a raid on this              
brothel, but the children we saw, including the girl who wore #146, was no longer               
there. We do not know what happened to her, but we will never forget her. She                
changed the course of all of our lives.ò 

 
We have taken her number so that we remember why this all started. So that we must tell her                                     
story. It is a number that was pinned to one girl but that represents the millions enslaved. We                                   
wear her number with honor, with sorrow, and with a growing hope. This story can be different                                 
for other children. 
  

JL$GM$(?CF !%I$" GM$%?&'(% 
 
These will be helpful to know anytime you are communicating about Love146. After this                           
meeting, take a look at the FAQ page (www.love146.org/faqs) for answers to more questions,                           
and feel free to direct people there if you aren’t sure how to answer their question. 
 

Where does Love146 work and what are they doing? 
In 2002, our work started by building and expanding safe homes in Thailand and 
Cambodia. We also began training grassroots aftercare workers across Asia, equipping 
them with knowledge and practical tools to be even more effective. In 2008, we opened 
our Round Home for girls in the Philippines. We chose to focus on Survivor Care 
locations operated by Love146, and since then have added three more additional survivor 
care locations, serving both boys and girls in the Philippines, the U.S., and the U.K. 
Additionally, our prevention education curriculum in the US, Not a #Number, exists to 
reach children before traffickers do. We’ve impacted thousands of U.S. children in 
classroom and community settings, equipping them to recognize vulnerabilities and 
protect themselves and their peers from exploitation. 

 

ᾴ 
To find out more about our global programs visit:  

https://love146.org/programs/ 
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https://love146.org/programs/


 

 
Does Love146 rescue children from brothels? 
No. Love146 works strictly in Prevention Education and Survivor Care. However, we do                         
work closely with organizations that specialize in intervention. 
 
Can I sponsor a child? 
Because survivors of child trafficking and exploitation once had a price (or value) placed                           
on them, we’re hesitant to do the same. Our Partners program allows you to support our                               
prevention or aftercare programs monthly. 
 
Does Love146 purchase children out of brothels? 
Love146 does not purchase children as a means of removal from trafficking situations.                         
Though this may seem like an appropriate response, it is in fact contributing to the                             
problem. The purchase of a child financially supports the very systems and structures of                           
exploitation that we’re fighting. We support and endorse the work of law enforcement                         
and responsible agencies that remove children from brothels, shut down brothels, and                       
convict and sentence the exploiters. 
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Time: 20 Minutes. Spend 5 minutes thinking about the questions individually, then 15 minutes              
sharing with the group. 
 
Our goal here is to help Volunteer Team members know and understand the basics of Love146                               
and to be able to communicate them in their own ways. Some people process things visually                               
(maybe by drawing) and some just prefer to memorize. Feel free to process through this                             
information in your own way. 
 
 

ᾴ 
Spend the rest of the meeting helping the people in your Volunteer Team get to 
know each other. If your group is made up of people who’ve known each other 
for a while, you may want to skip this step. However, some of these questions 
may lead to new discussions and help remind the team why everyone is here. 

 
 

ᾴ 
If you have time in your meeting, watch some of the videos produced by 

Love146. This will help familiarize you with more information about Love146 
and our communication style. 
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● Take a couple of minutes to reread, think about and even try to memorize the material                               

you just went through. Close your curriculum manual, and go around the group to see                             
who has the Vision Statement or the Mission Statement memorized. 

 
● Answer the FAQ’s in your own words: Does Love146 have programs in the U.S.? 

 
● Does Love146 rescue children from brothels? Can I sponsor a child? Does Love146                         

purchase children out of brothels? 
 

● Then, have each person (those who are willing) recount the story of how Love146 got its                               
name. That means you might hear the story a few more times — but that’s good!                               
Repetition helps us learn and remember! 

 

 

http://www.love146.org/videos


 

This next step is meant to explain how and why Love146 communicates the way it does so that                                   
your Volunteer Team can communicate the same way. 
 
Love146 communicates ideas about child trafficking and the abolition movement in a very                         
specific way. It centers on the dignity and worth of each individual. Every child has dignity and                                 
every child has worth. We follow a very strict Child Protection Policy. 
 
Here are some key parts of the philosophy of communications at Love146. 
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The word “prostitute” refers to a person who engages in sexual activity in exchange for money.                               
For the average person, the word “prostitute” carries an implication of choice. But under federal                             
law, persons under the age of 18 cannot legally consent to commercial sex, so they are always                                 
legally classified as victims. Using the term “prostitute” instead of “victim” perpetuates an                         
incorrect and damaging idea. 
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It can be a matter of syntax, but it makes a world of difference in terms of what readers (and                                       
victims) come away with. For example, say “Men solicited Jessica” instead of “Jessica solicited                           
men.” If Jessica is under 18, she can’t solicit men for sex. 
 

ҭ 
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Words are powerful. Read through our “Language & Media Guide to Reporting on Child Trafficking 
and Exploitation” in the Expanded Resources section. It’s a document geared towards guiding 

reporters who write about trafficking, but it can be a great resource to Volunteer Teams as you engage 
in conversations about trafficking. 
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https://love146.org/slavery/language-media-guide/
https://love146.org/slavery/language-media-guide/
http://www.love146.org/ACTION/RESOURCES
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So many statistics in the anti­trafficking community are a game of telephone. By quickly                           
slapping a stat over your story, you could unknowingly perpetuate a problem that threatens the                             
integrity of the modern­day abolition movement. You could become a cited source, so don’t                           
blindly trust what you read in another article or organization’s website, including ours. Find the                             
original research source. Look for research that is recent, be conservative, name your source,                           
and do not state something as a fact when it’s an estimate. Trafficking is an illegal underground                                 
issue; it is incredibly complex and underreported. For these reasons, it is difficult to measure,                             
though more research is desperately needed.  
Statistics can be useful for awakening listeners and readers to the scope and seriousness of                             
humanitarian issues, but Love146 prefers to use individual stories when possible. It is important                           
to remember that trafficking is an illegal underground issue. It is incredibly complex and                           
underreported. We know that the problem is real, and we know that the problem is big. Behind                                 
every disputable estimate is a real person who cannot be dismissed, and theirs are the stories we                                 
need to help make known. 
 

&H!V$LF 
When showing images of survivors, we prefer to not show intentionally sad and disturbing                           
images meant to “pull on heartstrings.” We use images that genuinely illustrate the story we’re                             
telling, not those that perpetuate sensational stereotypes that can alienate the public from                         
reality. We choose photos that preserve human dignity for those pictured. Though we do                           
occasionally use images that convey hurt and heartbreak, we pair these images with ones of hope                               
and resiliency. 
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Time: 20 Minutes. Spend 10 minutes looking at the images and watching the video, then 10                
minutes discussing with the group. 
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 An animated video produced by Not for Sale. 
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Take a look at the three images below and watch the Web Break video, then discuss the 
following questions: 

● How did the images and video make you feel? 
 

● Do you think these are effective tools for communicating information & awareness?  
Why or why not? 

   
?#$ #$!"C&($ !N'@$ L&V#? %!F%  
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ᾴ 
 Encourage members of your Volunteer Team to share examples that they’ve 
seen of anti­trafficking campaigns, and discuss what they see as strengths and 
weaknesses. If you have time in your meeting, look up some of these examples 

on a computer and discuss them as a group. 

 

https://vimeo.com/10769438
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k- F'ML %?'LF 
You just heard the Love146 story. But what’s your story? How did you get involved in Love146?                                 
What stirred your interest in abolition? What motivated you originally, and what’s kept you                           
going? 
 
We believe in the idea of the “collective shout” — that only by combining our voices and stories                                   
can we really make a marked difference. 
 
Spend some time alone before your next Volunteer Team meeting to think about “your story.”                             
Tell it to yourself, and then tell it to some friends. You’re going to need to be able to share your                                         
story in the future as you step forward into serving as a 146 Volunteer Team. 
 
Your story is one of the powerful voices in the Collective Shout to bring abolition. 
 

ô?#$%$ ?#&(V% !L$ ('? $!%F ?' C''I !?- E$ ?ML( !E!F E&?# 
NML(&(V $F$%h Đ '(CF J'L ?#$ U#&C"L$(ò% %!I$ U'MC" E$ C''I 
!V!&(-õ 
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Click “Learn” at the top of www.love146.org and read through the slides. Make notes about what                               
stands out to you, how it makes you feel, and what it inspires you to do. Be ready to share your                                         
reactions at your next Volunteer Team meeting!  
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Go to www.love146.org/action and sign up for the Action Community to keep up with                           
Action­related news and opportunities: goo.gl/vwpnPV 
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http://love146.org/learn
http://www.love146.org/
http://www.love146.org/
http://www.love146.org/learn
http://www.love146.org/learn
http://www.love146.org/action
http://www.love146.org/action
https://goo.gl/vwpnPV
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A Facebook group can be a great way to stay organized within your volunteer team.Many people                                 
check Facebook frequently so it’s an easy way to stay connected by posting meeting times and                               
any resources or news reports you see about trafficking. This role can be designated to someone                               
in your group who is already savvy with social media. 
 
A Facebook page can be used to get the word out about your Volunteer Team’s events. You can 
post about upcoming meetings in order to recruit new members, share articles to spread 
awareness among a larger audience, and announce fundraisers that your Volunteer Team is 
planning. 

 

E$òL$ #$L$ J'L F'M/ 
 

If you have any questions as youôre working through the curriculum 
and getting started as a Volunteer Team, please donôt hesitate to 
contact us! We can be reached via email at action@love146.org. 
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­ Robert Alan, American writer, artist, and social activist 
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At the end of the first module, your homework assignment was to go through the ‘Learn’ section                                 
on the Love146 website and come prepared to share thoughts and feelings about what you                             
learned. Now’s the time to go ahead and share! 
 
Love146 believes in a thoughtful response to the complex problems of human trafficking and                           
exploitation. 
 
In order to produce thoughtful responses, we have to learn from the successes and mistakes of                               
those who have come before us and are working alongside us. We have to learn from survivors...                                 
and maybe even from perpetrators. 
 
During this session we’re going to look at slavery — both past and present. We’ll talk about the                                   
underlying factors that perpetuate the vicious cycle of exploitation, define some terms, and                         
provide some jarring statistics. This module is designed to explain the global state of                           
exploitation today and, specifically, the state of child exploitation and trafficking. 
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● Introduction 
● Defining Slavery 
● Defining Human Trafficking 
● The Effects of Child Trafficking & 

Exploitation 
● Contributing Factors 
● Between Now & Then 
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1. Understand the differences between slavery in the 17th, 18th, and 19th centuries 

and modern­day exploitation and trafficking. 
2. Be able to define human trafficking. 
3. Be able to define child exploitation and trafficking and recognize its effects. 
4. Understand the factors that contribute to child exploitation and trafficking. 
5. Know the areas where trafficking and exploitation are most prevalent globally. 
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Time: 10 Minutes. Take five minutes to answer on paper, then five minutes to discuss. 
 
Discussing your common perceptions of trafficking will help your Volunteer Team evaluate your                         
collective understanding of exploitation as it is today versus historical slavery. 
 
When you hear the word “slavery,” what comes to mind? What images, stories, or emotions? 
 
Feel free to write a list or draw a picture: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ᾴ 
 Keep in mind that one of the main goals of the modules is to challenge the 
status quo of how issues of exploitation and trafficking are viewed. So as the 
Facilitator, encourage discussion by asking direct questions and foster an 
environment where considering unconventional perspectives is the norm! 

 
 

%C!@$LFf ('E !(" ?#$( 
When you thought of the word “slavery,” what came to mind? Slave ships? Auction blocks?                             
Plantations? Europeans forcing Africans from their homes and across the ocean? 
 
For many, the word “slavery” evokes thoughts of an era long past. In those days, there were 13                                   
million slaves transported from Africa in the transatlantic slave trade. Today, the International                         
Labor Organization estimates there are 20.9 million men, women, and children enslaved                       
worldwide (ILO, 2012). 
 
Trafficking today functions differently than the institution of slavery did 200 years ago. Then,                           
slaves were bought and sold publicly. Today, people are still exploited commercially, but in                           
private. It is done in secret, often arranged with the use of modern technology. 
 
Then, slavery was legal. Today, slavery is considered illegal everywhere in the world, though                           
some nations turn a blind eye towards it. 
 

 



 

Then, slaves were thought of as highly valuable means of production. Owners viewed slaves as                             
considerable economic investments, worth the money because of the work they would perform                         
and the income they would help produce. In comparison, slaves today are far less expensive, and                               
seen as easily replaceable. 
 

(Some material adapted from Free the Slavesô ñSlavery Throughout Historyò document) 
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Human trafficking is modern­day slavery. While laws differ from country to country, and even                           
state to state, here are the definitions that Love146 uses: 
 

C!N'L ?L!JJ&UI&(V is any labor for the purpose of subjection to involuntary servitude, 
peonage, debt bondage, or slavery induced through the use of force, fraud, or coercion.  
 

%$B ?L!JJ&UI&(V is any commercial sex act induced through the use of force, fraud, or 
coercion in return for payment in money or in kind, paid to one or more third parties. In cases of 
trafficking of children for sexual purposes, force, fraud or coercion do not need to be present. 
 
J'L C!N'L 'L U'HH$LU&!C %$BM!C $BKC'&?!?&'( ?' N$ ?L!JJ&UI&(Vh &? HM%? &(@'C@$f 

J'LU$f physical restraint, beatings, rape, confinement 
JL!M"f false promises, lying, tricking 
U'$LU&'(f threats, blackmail, confiscation of documents, making a person afraid to seek 
help. 
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Sexual abuse of a child (under the age of 18) by another person in return for payment in money 
or in kind, paid to the child or to one or more third parties. CSEC includes child pornography, 
trafficking in children for sexual purposes, child sex tourism and child marriage when payment 
is exchanged. 

ᾴ 
The United Nations defines Human Trafficking as “the recruitment, 

transportation, transfer, harboring, or receipt of persons, by means of the 
threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of 

deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability or of the giving 
or receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having 

control over another person, for the purpose of exploitation.” 
 

 U.N. Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, 
especially Women and Children 
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A short, animated film that deals with slavery’s past and present day issues. 
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(Some material adapted from: http://www.polarisproject.org and the U.N. Protocol to          
Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Children.) 
 
The abolition movement is broad and interdisciplinary, and we are effective because we                         
specialize. Love146’s vision, in particular, is the end of child trafficking and exploitation. The                           
modern­day abolition movement needs those specializing in areas like legal advocacy,                     
prosecuting traffickers, and supply chains (to name a few), and at Love146, our focus is on child                                 
trafficking and exploitation. 
 

!U?&@&?F ÷f 
Time: 20 Minutes. 10 minutes to watch the video, and 10 minutes to share one or two of the                   
stories. 
 
The goal of this exercise is to help your group understand the concept of a child trapped in                                   
exploitation. 
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Trigger Warning: The stories Rob Morris shares in this video are intense and cover topics of slavery 
and severe brutality. 
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In the video, Love146 President and Co­Founder Rob Morris recounts stories of specific                         
survivors of trafficking. As abolitionists we want to strive to facilitate empathy, and, as we have                               
mentioned, storytelling is crucial to this effort. Only as empathetic individuals can we start to                             
grasp the big picture of modern­day exploitation and trafficking. 

● What were your first reactions?  
● Which story impacted you the most? 

 

https://vimeo.com/2834713
http://www.love146.org/ACTION/RESOURCES
http://www.polarisproject.org/
http://www.polarisproject.org/
https://vimeo.com/7994571
http://www.love146.org/ACTION/RESOURCES


 

● How do the stories match or clash with your preconceptions of slavery? 
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Enslaved children can be freed and restored only if effective aftercare is waiting. Your partnership 
allows stories like Serey’s to be written. 
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Discuss the following questions: 

● What common elements do you see in the stories? 
● How does the story match your preconceptions of human trafficking?  
● What about the story stood out to you the most? 

 

U'HH'( $C$H$(?% 
You’ll notice a few elements common to many trafficking stories: 
 

● A victim who is vulnerable to exploitation because of their life situation. Often poverty is                             
a contributing factor. 

 
● A promise of income. Frequently this comes in the form of a job offer. The victim’s desire   

and hope to improve their circumstances are leveraged against them. 
 

● The promise is revealed to be a ruse. The victim discovers that the “job offer” is actually                                 
exploitative, but often it is too late. 

 
● A perpetrator may provide some basic needs, and due to manipulative tactics of the                           

traffickers, the victim may come to feel “indebted” to them. 
 

● Fear and intimidation are used to control the victim. Often, victims are forced into drug                             
use to incapacitate them from escape. 

 
The more we understand these common elements, the better equipped we are to produce                           
creative solutions to fight them. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hJzzK3ek1Q8
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Sexual exploitation and abuse have grave and long­lasting effects on a person’s health and                           
well­being, and such effects are amplified when the victim is a child. Unprotected sex, gang                             
rapes, forced abortions, involuntary drug use, and emotional manipulation cause severe                     
psychological and physical damage to children. HIV/AIDS and other infectious diseases are                       
common consequences, as well as a myriad of psychological conditions. 
 
The effects of sexual exploitation and abuse are so deep and so intense that many children deal                                 
with suicidal tendencies. Children affected by trafficking have also frequently lost their ability to                           
consider a future for themselves. When asked, “What do you want to be when you grow up?”                                 
they generally respond with silence and a blank stare, unable to think in such terms. It is all                                   
painful, tragic, and depressing. But it is not hopeless. 
 
Through years of working with rescued children, we’ve found that restoration IS possible. We’ve                           
worked with children who have regained their ability to dream about the future. We’ve helped                             
these children re­imagine their future, rediscover their humanity, and experience childhood. It’s                       
not easy, but healing is an achievable goal. 
 
The stories of children caught in trafficking and exploitation are terrible. For some of us, the                               
depth of pain and torment is difficult to process. Just imagining what they’ve gone through                             
affects us deeply. But, as hard as it is to hear these stories, it is good for us to do so, because by                                             
hearing these stories, we become aware, and awareness leads to action. 
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Diana is a survivor of sex trafficking who came to the Love146 Round Home in the Philippines and 
found hope and healing. 
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Child trafficking and exploitation happen because numerous factors — some cultural, some                       
structural or governmental, some personal — combine to create situations and environments in                         
which injustice can take root and spread. For example: 
 

 

https://vimeo.com/9078826
http://www.love146.org/ACTION/RESOURCES
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People in poverty can be especially vulnerable to exploitation. They’re promised help, but the                           
help is only an illusion. Sometimes, on the other hand, perpetrators don’t even have to use                               
deceit, because victims’ families believe they have no choice but to sell their children into                             
trafficking in order to make money to survive. 
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Human greed is a powerful motivator. When an individual’s greed outweighs their moral                         
reservations, they are more prone to do something drastic to get what they want. This could                               
include trafficking or exploiting children for financial gain. 
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A culture that normalizes the sexual objectification of children allows trafficking and                       
exploitation to become more prevalent, and it also makes them less likely to be perceived as                               
problems. Normalizing the view of children as sexual objects fuels the demand behind                         
trafficking and becomes a barrier to legal and social action against it. 
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Some societies maintain that sex with children is good luck. Others believe it will cure AIDS.                               
Rumors, false stories, and unsound, illogical reasoning perpetuate these fallacies. 
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In raising awareness about human trafficking, it’s important to make sure we’re sharing an accurate 
depiction of what trafficking looks like instead of working off our own assumptions. For a list of 

common myths and actual truths, visit: www.love146.org/common­myths/ 
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http://www.love146.org/common-myths/
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Members of governments sometimes ignore child trafficking for financial incentives such as                       
bribes. Other times, they remain silent because traffickers have personally threatened them.                       
Nations with corrupt governments struggle to protect their citizens and stop child trafficking                         
and exploitation. 
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The Internet allows illicit activity to remain largely anonymous. Email and international                       
message boards keep buyers unnamed and safe from prosecution. Likewise, traffickers have an                         
easier time remaining in the shadows. 
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The most basic rule of economics is that demand drives supply. As demand increases, suppliers                             
seek to meet that demand by trafficking more children. 
Some material is adapted from www.nmci.org. 
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Look through the list of countries and their tier rankings from the latest annual Trafficking In                               
Persons Report issued by the United States Department of State. We suggest you split up the                               
countries among your group, individually spend time researching the state of trafficking in that                           
country, and report back with what you learned at the next meeting. 
 
The latest edition of the Trafficking in Persons Report can be found at 
www.state.gov/j/tip/rls/tiprpt 
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http://www.nmci.org/
http://www.nmci.org/
http://www.nmci.org/
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http://www.state.gov/j/tip/rls/tiprpt
http://www.state.gov/j/tip/rls/tiprpt
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Tier rankings in the Trafficking in Persons Report are issued based on how well the countries’ 
governments comply with the minimum standards outlined in the Trafficking Victim’s Protection Act 
(TVPA). More information about the TVPA can be found here: http://www.state.gov/j/tip/laws/ 
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Your backyard is the community where you live. It’s your country, your city, your neighborhood.                             
You have to know what’s happening in your backyard — even if the truth is surprising or                                 
shocking. 
 
Trafficking still exists in the United States. Human trafficking is not a term that applies only to                                 
the developing world. It applies to Western nations and it applies to the United States. 
 
Children are being trafficked across our borders and within our country. They’re being sold for                             
sex. Every day. In most cities and even rural and suburban communities. 
 
Traffickers recruit at malls, restaurants, shelters, schools, after­school programs, and on the                       
streets. They’re recruiting vulnerable children into lives of exploitation, pornography, and                     
prostitution. 
 
Here. In America. Probably in your community. 
 
Love146 has made a commitment to local communities here in America. We know that our                             
global efforts would ring hollow if we ignored the child trafficking that happens in our own                               
backyard. Children are in danger in Phnom Penh, but they’re also in danger in Philadelphia. We                               
want to help end child trafficking everywhere, both overseas and in the United States. 
 
This module is designed to give you a picture of what’s going on in America and in your specific                                     
community. It’s meant to help you identify possible child trafficking victims. It’s also meant to                             
give you the tools to do something about it. Global change starts at home. And that’s where your                                   
Volunteer Team comes in. 
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● Introduction 
● Fact Overview 
● Stories 
● Your Own Backyard 
● Know the Law 
● Between Now and Then 
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1. Understand the state of child trafficking and exploitation in the United States. 

 
2. Know what the U.S. is doing about trafficking within its borders. 

 
3. Consider the dynamics of child exploitation and trafficking in your community. 

 

ᾴ 
A reminder of things to have on hand: 
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These are needed for: 
­ Web Breaks: outside materials to watch or read during the module 

love146.org/action/curriculum 
­ Expanded Resources: optional resources to further your learning 

love146.org/action/curriculum 
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Writing down responses is a good way to capture what people are thinking and 
feeling. There will be blank space to respond, but have some paper in case 

people don’t have a printed copy of the curriculum. 
 

Keep in mind that one of the main purposes of this module is to challenge the 
assumptions that surround trafficking in the United States. So, as the 
facilitator, foster an environment that encourages discussion.   
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Here are some of the key statistics about child trafficking and exploitation in the U.S. we want                                 
you to keep in mind: 
 

● Between 14,500 and 17,500 men, women, and children are trafficked into the United                         
States every year. (U.S. Department of State, 2004) 

 
● One study suggests that within the first 48 hours of being on the street (because they’ve                               

run away from home or have been abandoned). 1 out of every 3 children will be                               
approached by a trafficker. (National Incidence Studies of Missing, Abducted, Runaway,                     
and Thrownaway Children/NISMART­2) 

 

 



 

● The Trafficking Victims Protection Act defines “severe forms of trafficking in persons” as                         
1.) sex trafficking in which a commercial sex act is induced by force, fraud, or coercion, or                                 
in which the person induced to perform such an act has not attained 18 years of age, or                                   
2.) the recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of a person for                       
labor or services, through the use of force, fraud, or coercion for the purpose of                             
subjection to involuntary servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or slavery. 

 
A victim need not be physically transported from one location to another in order for the crime                                 
to fall within these definitions. (Trafficking in Persons Report, U.S. Department of State, 2012) 
 
As many as 100,000 U.S. children are forcefully engaged in trafficking or child abuse images                             
each year. Approximately 300,000 U.S. children are at risk. (ECPAT, End Child Prostitution,                         
Child Pornography, and Trafficking of Children for Sexual Purposes) 
 
Traffickers (also called “pimps”) are known to recruit at malls, fast food restaurants, schools,                           
and after­school programs. Recruitment can take multiple forms, including the following: 1)                       
kidnapping, 2) solicitation by other peers and recruiting on behalf of the trafficker, and 3) the                               
“loverboy” approach of appearing interested in a romantic relationship while gradually coercing                       
the victim into prostitution. 
 

  
E$N NL$!If ?#$ H!I&(V 'J ! V&LC zúflýy 

Rachel Lloyd tells the story of an intimate journey of a hypothetical preteen girl as she faces a life of 
sexual exploitation. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZvnRYte3PAk
http://www.love146.org/ACTION/RESOURCES
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You may be wondering, “How could a child possibly end up trafficked in America?” Watch the                               
following story. Though fictional, it is comprised of the most common elements of hundreds of                             
stories. 
 
Unfortunately, stories like this are not uncommon in the United States. 
 
Many are boys and girls from other countries who are lured to the United States under false                                 
pretenses. The promises of a better life turn out to be lies. Some trafficking victims are                               
undocumented immigrants already living outside of the view of law enforcement officials. 
 
Others are American children. They’re runaway or homeless youth who end up in the hands of                               
traffickers that see them as a means to a monetary end. Occasionally, children are kidnapped                             
and trafficked. Children in the foster care system may move from home to home so often it is                                   
difficult to keep tabs on them. These groups of children can easily slip through the cracks,                               
ending up in trafficking situations. 
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Listen to this interview on NPR with Sheila White, a survivor who was trafficked in the U.S. as a 
teenager. 
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This study of ex­pimps and madams in the Chicago area shows that many perpetrators were also 
victims of sexual abuse prior to becoming pimps and had family members involved in the illegal sex 
trade. How do we respond when those selling sex were also victims? Read this article from the Depaul 

College of Law in the Expanded Resources section. 
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http://www.npr.org/2013/08/04/208609488/former-child-trafficking-victim-now-mentors-others
http://www.love146.org/ACTION/RESOURCES
http://articles.chicagotribune.com/2010-09-15/news/ct-met-pimp-study-20100915_1_pimps-sexual-abuse-prostitution
http://www.love146.org/ACTION/RESOURCES
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Time: 15 Minutes. 
 
What can you and your Volunteer Team do to help stop child trafficking in your community? 
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What would make children in your city or community vulnerable to trafficking? Are you near a 
seaport? An international airport? A border? Farming industry? Is there a known “red light” 
district in your community? Areas of extreme poverty and frequent criminal activity? Are you 
near any major highways? 
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This story from 5280, a magazine in Denver, follows the story of two victims of child sex trafficking 
and gives a great introduction of what sex trafficking looks like in the United States—from grooming, 

to forced prostitution, to the prosecution of the perpetrator. Read the story in the Expanded 
Resources section. 
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Do an Internet search for news articles for recent activity in your region. Try Googling terms                               
such as the name of your city or region, “child trafficking,” arrests, bust, and sting. Compile a list                                   
of major operations as well as the names of the agencies who spearheaded the campaign. 
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Look through the Community Empowerment Initiatives on the Love146 Action website, which                       
are resources created to help you talk to the “eyes and ears” of a community. This includes                                 
hotel/motel owners, taxi drivers, employees at truck stops, etc. Take a look at the packets and                               
decide which audience you think will be most likely to come across a victim of trafficking in your                                   
area. Visit www.love146.org/cei for more information. 
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The Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA) was signed into law in 2000, and is still the                               
largest piece of human rights legislation in U.S. history. The TVPA has been renewed through                             

 

http://www.5280.com/girlsnextdoor/
http://www.love146.org/ACTION/RESOURCES
http://www.love146.org/cei
http://www.love146.org/cei
http://www.love146.org/cei


 

the Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Acts of 2003, 2005, 2008, and 2013. The                         
TVPA created the first comprehensive federal law to address human trafficking, discussing both                         
domestic and international trafficking. 
 
The TVPA takes a three­pronged approach against trafficking: 1.) prevention of trafficking                       
vulnerability, 2.) protection of survivors, and 3.) prosecution of traffickers. 
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Listen to this interview on NPR with John Ryan, CEO of the National Center for Missing and 

Exploited Children. His organization worked in partnership with the FBI on Operation Cross Country 
in 2013, collecting and analyzing information on missing and exploited children. 
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The TVPA creates: 

● An Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons within the State Department,                         
which is required to report on and rank countries’ efforts to combat trafficking. 

● Public awareness and information programs, and international economic development                 
programs to assist potential victims. 

● Partnerships to attempt to prevent goods made by slave labor from entering the country. 
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The TVPA: 

● Expands the types of technical assistance that can be provided to foreign countries,                         
including police training. 

● Requires the Department of Labor to provide a list of goods that it has reason to believe                                 
have been made with forced labor or child labor. 

● Provides the T Visa for foreign victims of trafficking in the U.S., allowing them protection                             
and access to services in exchange for cooperation with law enforcement. 
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The TVPA: 

● Makes human trafficking a federal crime with severe penalties. 
● Creates new crimes of forced labor: trafficking with respect to peonage, slavery,                       

involuntary servitude, or forced labor, sex trafficking by force, fraud, or coercion, or sex                           
trafficking of children, and unlawful conduct with respect to documents in furtherance of                         
trafficking. Attempts to engage in these acts are also criminalized. 

 

http://www.npr.org/2013/08/03/208664066/online-the-web-of-sex-trafficking-can-be-even-more-obscure
http://www.love146.org/ACTION/RESOURCES


 

● Mandates that restitution be paid to victims. 
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● Under this act, defendants can’t use ignorance of age as an excuse when trafficking in                             

minors. 
● When prosecuting traffickers, a victim’s dire circumstances that would cause them to fall                         

prey to trafficking more easily than the average American are not taken into account. 
● People who participate in the commercial sex industry can no longer escape convictions                         

by willfully ignoring indicators of abuse. They can’t claim they “just didn’t know.” 
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 If you want to read the actual law, the full text can be found in the Expanded Resources Section. 
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While the prostitution of a child is a form of human trafficking under U.S. federal law, many                                 
states still do not offer legal protections for minor victims. In many cases, these victims are                               
treated as criminals or delinquents, which results in further harm to the child. Safe Harbor Laws                               
vary in detail for each state. 
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● Correct the conflicts between federal and state law by exempting children from                       

prosecution for prostitution. 
● Require training for law enforcement and other first responders on how to identify and                           

assist victims. 
● Increase the penalties for traffickers and buyers. 
● Prompt the collaboration of a multidisciplinary team to develop a statewide system of                         

care. 
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● Remove minor victims of commercial sexual exploitation from the jurisdiction of the                       

criminal justice and juvenile delinquency systems. 
● Decriminalize children involved in trafficking, while ensuring that other legal                   

mechanisms are in place for the state to take temporary protective custody of these                           
children. 

 

https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-113publ4/html/PLAW-113publ4.htm


 

● Protect these children and provide them with specialized services in recognition of their                         
status as victims of crime and of the unique trauma that child victims of sex trafficking                               
endure. 

● Child victims of sex trafficking have very specialized needs that may include the                         
following: safe houses, longer­term residential options, mental health care, access to                     
GED or other remedial education programs, and life skills learning. 

 
Each state’s Safe Harbor Law looks different, and not all states have a safe harbor law in place.                                   
Search the laws in your state to see if there is legislation to protect victims of child sex trafficking                                     
from being treated as criminals. 
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Learn about anti­trafficking legislation in your state! Look up your state on Polaris Project’s                           
website (http://www.polarisproject.org/state­map), which provides a full list of existing laws. 
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When starting to research your city/state law, here are a few things to look for: 
1. Does your city/state law, ordinance, or code mandate that every person found in                         

prostitution be screened for signs of human trafficking? 
2. Does your city/state law, ordinance, or code mandate that if those signs of human                           

trafficking are present, the person must be routed to specified and appropriate social                         
services? 

3. Is there provision for addressing demand for sex trafficking and prostitution through                       
arrest and/or education of buyers? And/or provisions for the arrest of sellers                       
(pimps/traffickers)? 

 

÷- ?L!JJ&UI&(V &( F'ML N!UIF!L" 
Stay updated on trafficking in your neighborhood by checking the news often for reports of cases                               
in your city and state. Spend some time searching “trafficking” and your state in Google News.                               
What comes up? Share the news you find with your Volunteer Team at your next meeting. 
 
   

 

http://www.polarisproject.org/state-map
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­ William Wilberforce 
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Slavery was abolished for the first time by men and women who fought centuries ago. But                               
trafficking thrives again today, and it must be abolished. To fight for abolition in the present, it                                 
is helpful to understand how they fought in the past. By learning what they did yesterday, we can                                   
form a better plan for what to do today. 
 
This module is meant to teach you about important historical figures in the abolitionist                           
movement. In some cases, we’ll probably be reminding you of facts you learned in school. In                               
other cases, you’ll learn something you didn’t know before. 
 
We’re also going to talk about what’s going on today. Who are some of the key leaders in the                                     
abolitionist fight in the 21st century?What are their tactics? How are their game plans similar to                                 
those in the past? 
 
And, finally, we want you to think about how you can add your name to the list of past and                                       
present abolitionists. 
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● Introduction 
● Abolitionists in History 
● Modern­Day Abolitionists 
● You & Your Volunteer Team 
● Between Now and Then 
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1. Learn about (or be reminded of) the abolitionists of history. 
 

2. Understand the common themes in the stories of past abolitionists. 
 

3. Consider the stories of modern­day abolitionists. 
 

4. Think creatively about how the abolition movement affects what your Volunteer Team                       
can do in the current fight for abolition. 

 
 

 
  

 




