
HOUSE PARTY EVENT GUIDE



We believe that the power to end trafficking  and 
exploitation is in local grassroots efforts. We are very 
thankful to know there are people like you who are 
moved to action. Hosting a house party is a great way 
to raise funds and awareness for Love146.

First things first — thank you. Your willingness to host a house party in 
support of the work of Love146 and your desire to join in the fight 
against child trafficking and exploitation is deeply appreciated. As 
you’ll see in the next few pages, putting on a house party is an 
incredible way to get involved.



A letter from our president:

Dear friend,

The reality of child trafficking and exploitation can seem overwhelming.
The staggering statistics surrounding this reality can even be paralyzing.
Yet there is another aspect of this reality. There is hope. As awareness of this 
injustice grows, so does the action to end it. Love146 offers practical and 
effective solutions through Prevention and Survivor Care.

By initiating a Love146 event you are now part of the hope and solutions for 
these children. Abolishing child trafficking and exploitation takes 
commitment and work. It will also take a collective shout from people who 
are adding their voices to the voices of children who are not being heard.

Child trafficking and exploitation is rampant in our time, and the grossest 
atrocities are being committed against the most vulnerable – our children. 
With your action, we can turn the harsh reality these children face daily into 
a reality full of hope, life, and restoration.

On behalf of the children we serve, thank you for your passion and action. 
Thank you for joining in the collective shout.

Rob Morris
Love146 President & Co-founder



PREPARATIONS



Things to consider:

● Choose people with unique personalities and specific skills. Have everyone play into their strengths — whether 
it’s event planning, graphic design, networking, administration skills, or volunteer management.

● Start by focusing your house party towards a specific group of people. Friends? Family? Co-workers?

● The best results come from events that are geared to those attending.

● Decide on the basic concept for your house party so it’s easier to plan the schedule, food and activities.

● Think about when the house party should take place. Decide on a date and a time and research it. Check 
community calendars so that you’re not scheduling against another major local event. (Think of what would 
happen if you scheduled your house party the same night as the citywide pie-eating contest!)

● All in all, think about who you’re inviting and use your house party as an opportunity to serve them as best
you can.

● The more loved someone feels, the more likely they are to hear what you have to say about Love146.



Planning:

Consider asking a few friends to help you plan. You 
can even list them on the invitation to attract more 
people who will recognize the names.

Forming your team:

● Teamwork is always better. This may sound rather 
obvious but you’ll be much more effective if you 
partner with others.

● Choose people with unique personalities and 
specific skills. Have everyone play to their 
strengths – either designing, networking, speaking 
or promoting. Try to find roles they’d naturally 
excel at or enjoy.

● Everyone has different connections that could be 
useful to your planning. Encourage people to dig 
deep to find the most helpful connections they 
have, either in planning, gathering materials for 
the house party, or inviting the right people
to attend.

● Set meeting dates to have the committee report 
back regularly on progress or problems. This is 
very important so that problems can be addressed 
and fixed quickly.



Timing and competing events:

Agree on a realistic timetable with your team. Start 
with the day of your house party and work backwards, 
setting deadlines for each task.



CHECKLIST
To help you ensure a successful house party, here’s a sample timetable. It 
may be helpful to print this checklist out, add elements that are relevant to 
you, and distribute it to your team, having them check off tasks as they are 
completed with deadlines.



8 weeks before — getting started:

▢ FIGURE OUT WHAT YOU’RE DOING — HERE ARE SOME EXAMPLES TO HELP YOU START BRAINSTORMING:
● Cocktail party
● Sit-down dinner (for a more formal event, check out our Gala Info Packet for more information)
● Family BBQ
● Film Screening (see our Film Screening Info Pack for more information)
● Clothing Swap (with hors d’oeuvres)
● Concert either at your house or other venue with local artists
● Book Club, Bible Study or any other discussion group or gathering

▢ PRINT MATERIALS (ORIENTATION PACKETS, DONATION ENVELOPES, AND BROCHURES) CAN BE ORDERED BY EMAILING 
INFO@LOVE146.ORG.

▢ IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN REQUESTING A LOVE146 SPEAKER, PLEASE EMAIL INFO@LOVE146.ORG.



6 weeks before — inviting others:

▢ CONSIDER USING A FREE ONLINE INVITATION PLATFORM (LIKE EVITE.COM) TO SAVE ON PRINTING COSTS AND REQUEST RSVPS SO 
YOU KNOW HOW MANY PEOPLE YOU ARE EXPECTING. (MORE ON WRITING THE INVITATIONS IN A LITTLE BIT.)

▢ CREATE YOUR OWN WEBSITE FOR SELLING TICKETS TO YOUR HOUSE PARTY AND GIVE PEOPLE THE OPTION OF DONATING 
BEFOREHAND.

7 weeks before — organizing yourself:

▢ DETERMINE THE WHERE, WHEN, WHO, WHY, AND WHAT OF 
THE HOUSE PARTY.

▢ CHOOSE A LOCATION, DATE AND TIME (CHECK COMMUNITY 
EVENT CALENDARS AND YOUR FRIENDS’ SCHEDULES).

▢ SET A FUNDRAISING GOAL.

▢ FORM A TEAM TO WORK WITH YOU AND DECIDE WHAT THEIR 
RESPONSIBILITIES WILL BE.

▢ WRITE OUT AN ACTION PLAN AND A TO-DO LIST WITH 
DEADLINES AND TEAM ACCOUNTABILITY.

▢ NAIL DOWN A GUEST LIST.

▢ RESERVE ANY NECESSARY EQUIPMENT.

▢ CONTACT EVENTS@LOVE146.ORG, LET US KNOW WHAT 
YOU’RE PLANNING. WE ARE HAPPY TO ANSWER ANY 
QUESTIONS.



5 weeks before — fundraising for Love146:

▢ SET A FUNDRAISING GOAL: ENGAGING PEOPLE TO REACH THE TARGET AT YOUR HOUSE PARTY EFFECTIVELY SETS A SENSE OF 
ACHIEVEMENT AND GOODWILL TO MAKE THE GOAL A REALITY.

▢ MATCHING GIFTS: ASK YOUR EMPLOYERS TO MATCH THE AMOUNT YOU RAISE. THERE IS A TAX INCENTIVE FOR THEM AND THEY CAN 
EASILY DOUBLE THE AMOUNT YOU ARE RAISING.

▢ CONSIDER PURCHASING LOVE146 DONATION ENVELOPES TO HAVE ON HAND IN CASE PEOPLE WANT TO SEND IN THEIR CREDIT CARD 
INFORMATION OR DONATE AT A LATER TIME — EMAIL EVENTS@LOVE146.ORG TO REQUEST THESE.

4 weeks before — preparing food and drink:

▢ CREATE A LIST OF NECESSARY ITEMS.

▢ TRY TO GET FOOD AND DRINKS DONATED: MANY COMPANIES (RESTAURANTS, CO-OPS, NATURAL FOOD STORES, BEVERAGE 
SUPPLIERS, ETC…) HAVE BUDGETS FOR DONATED GOODS FOR SUCH EVENTS.

▢ …OR CONSIDER THROWING A POTLUCK AND ASKING FRIENDS AND FAMILY TO BRING FOOD INSTEAD!

▢ KNOW ANY BUSINESS OWNERS? ASK THEM TO SPONSOR YOUR HOUSE PARTY: BY COVERING THE EXPENSES, THEY HAVE THE ABILITY 
TO DOUBLE OR EVEN TRIPLE THEIR CONTRIBUTION. IN RETURN, YOU CAN LET ALL YOUR GUESTS KNOW ABOUT THE GENEROSITY OF 
A LOCAL ENTREPRENEUR.



3 weeks before — giving a call to action:

▢ HEAD OVER TO OUR GET INVOLVED SECTION OF OUR WEBSITE 
AND LEARN ALL THE WAYS YOU AND YOUR GUESTS CAN 
SUPPORT THE WORK OF LOVE146.

▢ HAVE A TABLE SET ASIDE FOR LOVE146 PRINT MATERIALS 
AND ENCOURAGE PEOPLE TO SIGN UP FOR OUR MAILING 
LIST, JOIN A TASK FORCE, GIVE MONTHLY, AND DONATE TO 
LOVE146 — CONTACT EVENTS@LOVE146.ORG FOR MORE 
DETAILS.

▢ PREPARE REMARKS THAT EXPLAIN YOUR OWN 
ANTI-TRAFFICKING STORY AND WHY YOU WANT THEM TO 
GET INVOLVED IN THE MOVEMENT. REMIND YOUR GUESTS 
ABOUT YOUR FUNDRAISING GOALS AND DON’T BE AFRAID 
TO ASK FOR DONATIONS.

▢ CONSIDER SHOWING A SHORT LOVE146 VIDEO: YOU CAN 
DOWNLOAD THEM FROM OUR VIDEO WEBPAGE OR YOUTUBE 
CHANNEL, OR CONTACT EVENTS@LOVE146.ORG IF YOU 
ASSISTANCE.



1-2 weeks before — wrapping things up:

▢ PLAN FOOD OR REFRESHMENTS.

▢ PURCHASE OR GET DONATIONS OF BEVERAGES AND 
SUPPLIES.

▢ PREPARE YOUR OWN PRESENTATION OR REMARKS (READ 
OVER THE GUIDELINES INCLUDED BELOW).

▢ MAKE SURE ALL GUESTS HAVE DIRECTIONS.

▢ FOLLOW UP WITH PEOPLE WHO HAVEN’T RESPONDED.

▢ CALL THOSE WHO HAVE SAID THEY WILL COME TO REMIND 
THEM OF THE DATE AND TIME AND TO MAKE SURE THEY 
HAVE DIRECTIONS.



INVITES

If you send out a mass email, individuals don’t feel as 
though they’ve been personally asked and assume the 
invitation is for everyone except them. Personal 
follow- up with everyone you’d like to attend (whether 
that be a phone call, a handwritten invitation or a 
friendly conversation) is highly encouraged.

If you send out a mass email, individuals don’t feel as though they’ve been 
personally asked and assume the invitation is for everyone except them. 
Personal follow-up with everyone you’d like to attend (by phone, a 
handwritten invitation, or a friendly conversation) is highly encouraged.



Here’s a sample invitation that you can use as a basis for 
writing one for your event:

Dear [name],

You are cordially invited to [name and description of your event]. 
During this event we will have a short presentation on child 
trafficking and the movement to end it. This is an educational, 
network-building and fundraising event for Love146, which works 
to end child trafficking and exploitation through Prevention 
Education and Survivor Care.

WHERE:
[address of event]

WHEN:
[date and time of event]

WHAT:
[explain what you’ll be doing and what will be there – food and 
beverages, a video, a short discussion of the issue, guest speaker or 
artist (if applicable) and a request for contributions to Love146.

▢ I can’t come, but enclosed is my donation of ____.

Please RSVP to: _____________________________.

DIRECTIONS:
[visit www.maps.google.com to include a map to your house party]

BE SURE YOUR INVITATIONS INCLUDE 
THE FOLLOWING THINGS:

● Date, time, and address.

● Your phone number and
email address.

● An option to RSVP so you have an 
idea of how many people
are coming.

● If you chose to make your house 
party a fundraiser, mention this 
in your invitation so that people 
know they will be asked to 
contribute to Love146.



SAMPLE EVENT 
TIMELINE



6:00 PM: Greet your guests as they arrive and ask them to sign in. If they are not comfortable signing up at the 
start of the event, ask again before they leave.

6:00 PM - 6:55 PM: Leave the first hour as a time for guests to meet each other, catch up, and have some 
refreshments. This also allows for those who arrive a bit late to come in time for your presentation.

7 PM: Begin gathering your guests into the presentation area.

7:15 PM: Introduction.

7:20 PM - 7.25 PM: Present Love146.

7:30 PM: Show Love146 video.

7:50 PM: Discuss why the issue of child trafficking and exploitation touches you, how you heard about Love146 
and why the work of Love146 makes a difference. If you plan to have a Love146 speaker or artist attend your 
event, introduce them and give them the floor.

If you have set a fundraising goal inform guests of this goal and the reason behind it. Invite your guests to partner 
with Love146, providing a financial solution for the projects we support and the lives we restore. Make sure to stress 
that monthly giving is the best way friends and family can support the work of Love146, but follow up with a deep 
appreciation for any donation. Direct people towards www.love146.org/partners if they have any other questions.

8:15 PM - 9:00 PM: Continue to serve refreshments. Ask people what they thought about your presentation and 
make sure people know they can go to the laptop and donate right away. Station yourself at a small table near 
the door to say goodbye to all your guests and ensure they are all leaving with the Love146 information they 
need.

Make sure you have a laptop in the room with www.love146.org/donate pulled up. (If you’re outside the United States, 
make sure the appropriate website is there for guests.) The easier it is for someone to donate, the more likely they are 
to do it!

http://www.love146.org/donate


SPEAKING AT
THE EVENT

The best points of discussion can come from how 
you’re affected by the issue of child trafficking and 
exploitation. You know you care about these children 
— make sure others do.

Also, statistics can be extremely helpful in conveying 
the enormity of child trafficking and exploitation but 
it can also make the issue sound unsolvable. Be sure 
to encourage your listeners towards hope. Everyone 
in the room can join the fight to protect the 
vulnerable and restore survivors of child sex 
trafficking.

Finally, there are several stories of restoration on our 
website at www.love146.org/blog. Feel free to use 
them in your introduction or in personal 
conversations with guests.
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Here’s a sample introduction that you can use to kick off your event:

Welcome everyone! ￼￼￼￼Thank you all for coming to our event. Tonight I want to share with you about Love146 – an 
organization that is very important to me.

Child. Sex. Trafficking: These three words should never be used in the same sentence, much less be a reality for many of the 
world’s most vulnerable children. Love146 is a non-profit international humanitarian organization that is dedicated to the 
end  of child trafficking and exploitation through prevention and caring for survivors.

Human trafficking, specifically child trafficking, is one of the largest illegal money making industries in the world. 
According to the International Labor Organization, an estimated 10 million children are currently being trafficked 
worldwide. We must join the fight to abolish child trafficking, which is taking place on a scale never before seen in human 
history.

You may wonder how so many children are trafficked. The tactics of traffickers are varied and creative. Some children are 
groomed on social media, some are lured through promises of good jobs, and others are sold, sometimes by their own 
families. Where there is poverty, there is an opportunity for trafficking. Where there is a demand for the exploitation of 
children, there is a market to traffickers.

Martin Luther King once wrote, “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.” The injustice of child trafficking is 
happening everywhere — including the United States. Children are are sold through websites right under our very noses. 
This isn’t just someone else’s problem. I believe that we must begin to take responsibility for these children and fight with 
everything we have to restore their childhoods, their lives, and their potential.

Love146 is dedicated to ending the trafficking and exploitation of children around the globe. They provide thoughtful, 
trauma-informed care to children who have experienced the trauma of being trafficked in the US, in the UK, and in the 
Philippines; and they have developed in-depth prevention programs that they have recently introduced in Africa.

This physical, mental, and emotional trauma leaves children scarred for life. Protecting the vulnerable and restoring 
survivors of child trafficking and exploitation is absolutely necessary. This is why Love146 exists, why we are here today.

It’s not meant to be memorized and 
then recited to your audience, but 
rather as a resource of information 
about the issue and about Love146 
that you can draw from and combine 
with your own passion for wanting to 
support the work of end  and 
restoration. Please email 
events@love146.org for more speaker 
training resources.



FOLLOW-UP
CHECKLIST
Your ability to follow up with guests is what’s going to make you stand out. Immediately after the event write down 
any helpful notes from conversations you had with friends and family so you can reference it later in conversations 
and thank you cards.



Immediately after the event:

It’s best to deposit the cash and send a check or 
money order to our office.

▢ MAKE A COPY OF YOUR SIGN-IN SHEET FOR LOCAL USE AND 
CONTINUE TO ENCOURAGE NEW SUPPORTERS TO SIGN UP.

▢ MAIL ALL MONEY COLLECTED, ALONG WITH YOUR COMPLETED 
EVALUATION FORM AND SIGN-IN SHEET, TO:
Love146
1800 Camden Road, Suite 107-273
Charlotte, NC 28203

At events, people often give in cash, but we don’t 
recommend sending cash in the mail. It’s best to 
deposit the cash and send a check or money order in 
your final envelope of donations.

1 week after the event:

▢ SEND OUT THANK YOU NOTES TO GUESTS.

▢ FOLLOW UP WITH GUESTS WHO INDICATED THEY WOULD 
SEND DONATIONS THEMSELVES.

▢ MAIL ANY OFFLINE DONATIONS IN TO LOVE146 WITH NAMES 
AND ADDRESSES OF DONORS AND SIGNEES.

HERE’S A SAMPLE THANK YOU NOTE THAT YOU CAN 
USE AFTER HOSTING YOUR EVENT:

Dear [first name].

Thank you for your generous donation to Love146.

Your gift enables Love146 to combat child 
trafficking and exploitation with researched, 
intentional, and effective programs.

My hope is that you will continue to support the 
work of Love146. For further information on how 
to stay involved – including volunteering, monthly 
giving, or hosting your own event – make sure to 
visit www.love146.org/getinvolved.

Again, thank you for protecting the vulnerable
and restoring survivors of child trafficking
and exploitation.

Sincerely, [your name]



THANK YOU FOR ALL 
THAT YOU DO!

No identifiable children pictured in this piece are known to be exploited, and
names of those affected throughout this booklet have been changed for protection and privacy.

Love146 is one of only a few hundred organizations that has met all 20
standards of charity accountability set by the Better Business Bureau.

203.772.4420     |            INFO@LOVE146.ORG     |            WWW.LOVE146.ORG 


